THE  TRANSLATORS

Henry VIII, were the first English trs. from the Greek to be
printed. His English version of the Oration of Isocrates to
Nicocles was printed by Berthelet in 1534 under the title of
The Doctrinall of Princes made by the noble oratour Isocrates, and
translated out of Greke into English. About 1535 Berthelet also
printed Elyot's tr. of Plutarch's The Education or bringing up of
Children and Howe one may take profit out of one's enemy es.

In 1532 the same publisher printed Gentian Hervet's tr.
of Xenophon*s Economics, or Treatise of Household, a popular
work that was often rptd.

English versions from Aristotle and Thucydides appeared
in the reign of Edward VI. John Wilkinson's The Ethiques of
Aristotle was printed by Richard Grafton in 1547 and The
hystory written by Thucidides the Athenyan, tr. Thomas Nicolls, a
citizen and goldsmith of London, appeared in 1550. Neither
of these books were tr. directly from the Greek. Wilkinson
tr. from an Italian version and Nicolls from a French.

The Greek Poets

In the Elizabethan period the chief trs. from the Greek were
from Homer, Plutarch, the historians and the authors of the
late Greek prose romances. The dramatists, the lyric poets
and the philosophers received little attention.

The only Greek plays of which trs. are known to have been
made in the Elizabethan and early Stuart periods are The
Phoenissae of Euripides of which Gascoigne and Kinwhel-
mersh made a version not from the orig. but from the
Italian paraphrase of Dolce (see p. 176) and the Iphigenia
in Aulis tr. from the Greek by Lady Lumley into English
prose. Her MS. version now in the Br. Mus. (Reg, 15.
A. ix) was printed in M.S.R. (no. n ed. H. H. Child).
No versions from Aeschylus, Sophocles or Pindar appear to
have been made. The first English tr. of Homer (except for a
few lines quoted by Elyot and Ascham in their works) was
Arthur Hall's Ten Bookes of Homers Iliades tr. out of the
French, pub. in 1581. George Chapman began his work on
Homer with an English version of Seaven bookes of the Iliades>
pub. in 1598 and Achilles Shield from the eighteenth book in
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